
Adult Recognition FAQ 
 

How long do you have to be involved in Girl Scouting before you can earn an award?  There is no 
longevity requirement for awards to be earned – a member doesn’t have to be in Girl Scouts for any 
specific amount of time in order to earn one. 
 
What is the order that awards are earned in? There is no order for awards to be earned.  A member can 
earn any award as long as they fulfill the requirements. 
 
Who can be nominated for a Girl Scout award?  
Any currently registered adult member in good standing may be nominated for an award.   
 
Who can nominate someone for an award?  
Anyone.  Adult volunteers are the most common nominators but we accept nominations from girls, staff 
(the Trefoil Award actually requires all three: a volunteer, a girl, and a staff nomination), a parent, or 
someone who works with the member in other capacities (such as at a community organization –in fact, 
the Heart of Gold Awards encourages this).  
 
How are award pins and/or certificates distributed?  
The Volunteer of Excellence Awards and Appreciation Pin are presented at a local event or meeting 
established by each Service Unit. The Trefoil Award in Memory of Linda Scott, Heart of Gold Award, 
Thanks Badge, Thanks Badge II, and Honor Pin are presented at the Adult Award Ceremony at the 
GSWCF Annual Meeting in the spring. If you are an awardee and unable to attend the ceremony, we will 
send your award to your Service Unit Manager to be presented to you.  
Years of Service Pins and Numeral Guards are generally requested by the Service Unit for its’ members. 
Years of Service Pins for 10 years and beyond are also eligible to be presented at the Adult Awards 
Ceremony. Pins for 5 years of Service are presented by the Service Unit. Numeral Guards of any year are 
generally presented in the Service Unit.  
 
When are nominations due? When do nominations begin? 
The online nomination form opening date will be announced as soon as it is available each fall.  
Nominations are due on a date specified yearly, typically towards the end of February. The exact 
deadline will be announced yearly as soon as it’s available.  
 
Why can’t members earn an award more than once?  
Members receive these specific high awards for the contribution that they made (exemplary service) and 
not as a way to recognize the longevity of their service. As a movement, we have a large number of 
members who continue to contribute for decades, which can lead to many outstanding contributions, 
however they can only earn each award once. There are many other ways you can also continue to 
thank and recognize a member who may have already earned the most appropriate award for their 
service.   
 
How do I know if I should nominate someone for a formal adult award?  
If you are not sure whether a formal award is appropriate ask yourself if you want to acknowledge the 
individual because they work hard, have a great attitude and/or have been volunteering a long time OR 
if you want to recognize specific contributions the individual made that resulted in measureable impact 



above and beyond the responsibilities of their position. If you answered that you want to acknowledge 
hard work and longevity then an informal recognition (A card, flowers, etc.)  is appropriate. If you 
answered that you want to acknowledge specific measurable contributions above and beyond the 
responsibilities of their position then a formal award nomination for an Adult Award would be 
appropriate.  
 
A few members of our Service Unit  should be receiving their 10 Years of Service Pins this year. Does 
the Service Unit need to do anything?  
Service Units should request Years of Service Pins and Numeral Guards through the request forms found 
on the links at www.gswcf.org/adultawards Information on submission deadlines for Years of Service 
Pins eligible to be presented at the Adult Awards Ceremony at Annual Meeting will be updated yearly 
and announced as soon as it is available. There is no deadline for Numeral Guard requests.  
 
Where can I find detailed information on adult awards?  
Information can be found at www.gswcf.org/adultawards  
  
Can a Service Unit or individual add or remove requirements to an award as they see fit?  
The criteria for awards are set by GSUSA and GSWCF and may not be altered. If there are updated 
requirements, you will be updated by the council as to any changes.  
 
Why do awards require more than one nomination per person? 
To ensure quality nominations, each award requires a specified number of nominations per person as 
one of the criteria.  Multiple nominations are required to help ensure quality nominations and the 
integrity of the adult award process. Typically, different information is shared in varied nominations. 
Having these diverse perspectives on the nominees service helps the committee to determine which, if 
any, award is the most appropriate.  
 
Where do I find the nomination form? 
You can find the nomination from at www.gswcf.org/adultawards An announcement will be made when 
the form is open to accept nominations each year along with the closing date.  
 
Why wouldn’t someone earn an award if they were nominated? My nominee received the required 
number of nominations, why didn’t they earn an award?  
The most common reasons for someone not receiving an award are: not having the required number of 
nominations, not enough specific detail in the nominations, nominee has already received the award, 
they haven’t met the basic requirements.  
 
When should adult awards be used?  
An effective recognition program is comprised of informal and formal recognition. Informal adult 
recognitions such as thank you cards and the like, are used to honor or recognize annual service or good 
performance. Formal awards are to recognize exemplary service- not simply to recognize longevity. 
Nominate someone for a formal award when they have made significant measurable contributions.  

 
 
 

Commented [G1]: Combined this with paragraph 
above. Was pretty much the same info.  

Commented [G2]: Needs more explanation here 

http://www.gswcf.org/adultawards
http://www.gswcf.org/adultawards
http://www.gswcf.org/adultawards

